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Pilloni Landscape Architect	



Curriculum Vitae

VERA PILLONI

2022. Foundation of  Pilloni Landschaft und Städtebau GmbH 

2021. Self-employed landscape architect 

2021/19. Associate at Antón Landscape, Zurich, Switzerland* 

2017. Associate at Alejandro Aravena ELEMENTAL, Santiago, Chile

2017. Associate at Neuland Landscape Architecture, Zurich, Switzerland

2016. Trainee at Vogt Landscape Architects, Zurich, Switzerland

2015. Participant in a workshop on raw soil architecture, Marrakech, Morocco 

2015. Graduated with distinction from the Faculty of  Architecture in Ferrara, Italy 

2014. Internship at ECDM Architects, Paris, France

2013. Erasmus at the ETSAB Polytechnic School, Barcelona, Spain 

2012. Lecturer in contemporary architectural history for the Middlebury College of  Boston

2009. Graduate of  Tito Livio Classical High School, Padua, Italy 

*ex antón & ghiggi landscape architecture, Zurich, Switzerland

CONTACT

Bodenacker 5, Zurich, Switzerland

pilloni@pilloni.la

+41 76 755 11 89



Pilloni Landscape Architect	

PROJECT LIST 

2023. Cantonal school Ausserschwyz (KSA), Nuolen, Switzerland (ongoing)

2022. Private garden, 870 m², Buchs, Switzerland (ongoing)

2022. Brüggli Lakeside Park, 33.000 m², Zug, Switzerland (ongoing)

at Antón Landscape

as project manager

2021. New pedestrian walkway, 2.000 m², Bern, Switzerland with Giuliani Hönger Architects

2021. New district plan, 20.000 m², Solothurn, Switzerland with Phalt Architects

2021/20. New multifunctional building, 5.110 m², Lucerne, Switzerland with Caruso St John Architects 

2021/20. Multi-family house, 950 m², Baden, Switzerland with Demuth Hagenmüller & Lamprecht Architects 

2021. New residential and service tower, 5.276 m², Basel, Switzerland with Buchner Bründler Architects

2019. School Pfingstweid, 5.030 m², Zurich, Switzerland

2019. Private garden, 1.723 m², Berne, Switzerland

as architect

2018. New ice hockey stadium, 9.520 m², Zurich, Switzerland with Caruso St John Architects

2018. New Escher Wyss office building, 3.263 m², Zurich, Switzerland* with Caruso St John Architects 

2018. New residential building, 13.672 m², Bellinzona, Switzerland*

2018. Private garden, 848 m², Zurich, Switzerland*

*at ex antón & ghiggi landscape architecture, Zurich, Switzerland

at Neuland Landscape Architecture

as junior architect

2017. Outdoor facilities “Yond”, Siemens Areal, 3.350 m², Zurich, Switzerland

at VOGT Landscape Architects

as intern

2016. New courtyard at the Centre for Global Dialogue of  Swiss Re, 75 m², Zurich, Switzerland

2016. New residential quarter Bülach Güss Nord, 34.974 m², Bülach, Switzerland

2016. New Nordsjaelland Hospital, 297.000 m², Hillerød, Denmark with Herzog de Meuron Architects
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COMPETITION LIST 

2023. Study contract with selective procedure. New replacement building Goldernstrasse, Aarau, with BHSF Architects

2023. Study contract with selective procedure. Redesign and urban development of  the Oberägeri bus junction, with DJA

2023. Invited competition. Construction of  double nursery school Schulweg, Lostdorf, Switzerland

2023. Study contract with selective procedure. Spreitenbach boardwalk, Spreitenbach, Switzerland

2023. 2nd prize. Open competition. School complex Utogrund, Zürich, Switzerland with Dürig AG

2023. Open competition. Complete renovation and extension of  Aarberg secondary school centre, Switzerland 

2023. Open competition. New municipality building, Münsingen, Switzerland with Derendinger Jaillard Architekten

2022. Study contract with selective procedure. Site Walkeweg Nord Basel, Basel, Switzerland with BHSF Architects

2022. Open competition. Extension school area Wees, Au, Switzerland

2022. 1st prize. Open competition. Renovation and new construction of  the cantonal school Ausserschwyz, Nuolen

2022. 1st prize. Open competition. Brüggli Lakeside Park, Zug, Switzerland

2022. Open competition. New construction of  Kehlhof  school complex, Adligenswil, Switzerland

2022. Open competition. New construction of  the St. Gallerstrasse depot, Wil, Switzerland

2022. Open competition. Renovation of  the Fröschmatt school complex, Pratteln, Switzerland

2021. Open competition. New refectory and space in OSC section, Mendrisio, Switzerland

2021. Open competition. Triple school sports hall with underground car park, Birmensdorf, Switzerland

2021. Open competition. Extension lido Chamer Fussweg, Zug, Switzerland

2021. Open competition. Kreuzfeld school centre; new construction of  triple kindergarten, Kreuzfeld, Switzerland

2021. Open competition. Schluzentrum Elzmatte; new construction of  a 2-subject kindergarten, Elzmatte, Switzerland

2021. Open competition. Riu Is Cungiaus Redevelopment, Cagliari, Italy

2021. 5th prize. Open competition. Replacement of  the district court Hinwil, Hinwil, Switzerland

2021. Open competition. Redevelopment of  the harbour promenade Enge, Zurich, Switzerland

2015. 2nd prize. Open competition. Best thesis on territorial redevelopment, Ferrara, Italy 

2013. Finalist. Open competition. Open call for public spaces, Barcelona, Spain

at Antón Landscape 

2020. Redevelopment of  the ex-Macello site, Lugano, Switzerland 

2020. New school complex, Dübendorf, Switzerland

2020. New children’s hospital, Zurich, Switzerland

2020. 1st prize. New pedestrian walkway, Berne, Switzerland 

2020. New building on the ETH campus, Zurich, Switzerland

2020. Restoration and extension of  the Kriens old people’s home, Lucerne, Switzerland 

2019. New quarter for companies and residential buildings, Lagenthal, Switzerland

2019. 2nd prize. Replacement for the Lerchenhalde Affoltern, Zurich, Switzerland

2019. 1st prize. New secondary school Schlafapfelbaum, Eglisau, Switzerland

2019. 2nd phase. New school complex, Rönnimoos, Switzerland

2019. Study mandate for Rapperswil Castle, Switzerland

2019. Study mandate Obermeilen,Zurich,Switzerland

2019. New school complex Kleinholz, Olten, Zurich

2019. 1st prize. Study mandate Solothurn North, Solothurn, Switzerland

2019. 1st prize. New multifunctional building, Lucerne, Switzerland
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COMPETITION LIST 

2019. 2nd phase. New Viarno Park, Lugano, Switzerland with Caruso St John Architects

2018. New district Vierefeld, Bern, Switzerland*

2018. New secondary school secondary school building, Chliriet, Switzerland*

2018. 2nd prize. Forum UZH, Zurich, Switzerland* with Buchner Bründler Architects

*at ex antón & ghiggi landscape architecture, Zurich, Switzerland

at Neuland Landscape Architecture

2017. 1st prize. New housing Brandriet, Effretikon, Switzerland with E2A Architekten

2017. 4th prize. Extension of  the Lugano Hospital, Lugano, Switzerland

2017. 2nd phase. Residential complex in Winterthurerstrasse, Zurich, Switzerland

at VOGT Landscape

2016. 2nd phase. New city quarter Hardturm, Zurich, Switzerland 

2016. Redesign of  the Valentino Castle area, Turin, Italy with Chipperfield Architects

2016. 2nd phase.  New Mett office tower, Biel, Switzerland

2016. Finalist. University campus, Paris, France with Herzog de Meuron Architects
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PROFILE AND PHILOSOPHY

In my practice I work mainly on the design of  public, semi-public and private open spaces linked to the wider and more 

complex environment at a territorial level. I conceive my work in collaboration with other specialists, because I think that 

the holistic and resilient nature of  a project is crucial; that is why in my practice I work with professionals from different 

fields (ecology, sociology, mobility, hydraulic engineering, geology) to develop comprehensive solutions in multiple aspects. 

A project should not just meet the immediate requirements, but should take the opportunity to also address other needs 

that may be less visible at first glance, generating dynamics that can evolve over the long term, changing the nature of  the 

place.

Finally, I always keep the time variable in mind when working. The awareness that design will change due to external 

factors and due to its very nature as a living being, leads me to anchor my solutions first on a technical-scientific basis to 

meet the needs of  a place. 
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BRÜGGLI LAKESIDE PARK, ZUG, SWITZERLAND

Two-stage ideas and project study contract, 1st prize - ongoing project

Information

Client: Zug Corporation, Zug City and Zug Canton

Landscape Architecture, lead company: Pilloni Landschaft und Städtebau GmbH

Project management: Vera Pilloni

Architecture: Ehrenklau Hemmerling Architects

Ecology: Regula Müller Boesch, geographer

Hydraulic engineering: Staubli Kurath Engineers

Contracted services: Phases SIA 31-53

Construction sum and fee LA: 2.9 M CHF without VAT, 480’000 CHF without VAT

Project duration: from 2023 to 2026

Surface area: 33‘000 m2

Features: Lakeside park  

Key aspects: Networking and integration in the transition between the city environment and the natural protected areas, 

diversity of  use, ecology and biodiversity, bank protection, lake water biotopes 

Project description 

The project concerns the redevelopment of  the recreational area in Brüggli, Zug, where there is currently a fixed campsite 

that will be removed. The proposed project is based on the main idea of  integrating the required programme with the 

necessary infrastructures in synergy with the surrounding area, which is rich in ecological diversity.  

The design elaborates the existing qualities of  the area - its function as a connecting element between the nature reserve 

and the city as well as its nature-oriented character - intensifies them and enables a diverse coexistence and interaction. In 

the proposal, the centre of  the Brüggli is the large green area, which is maintained as a public open space where a wide 

variety of  activities can take place. Concentrating these activities in the centre allows the adjacent areas, where animal life 

currently takes place, to be closed off  and protected. In the south, along the spurs, the existing vegetation is integrated and 

three fills of  floodplain soil are proposed to mitigate the current erosion of  the shoreline. To the north, a filter consisting 

of  a deciduous forest and a hedge with plant species that provide food for birds screens the area and provides a habitat 

for small animals, complementing the ecological system. 

With regard to the required spatial programme, this is distributed over the area in such a way as to integrate with the 

protected natural areas, creating a gradient of  intensity of  use from east to west, so that the noisiest activities are placed in 

areas less frequented by animals: to the east, a chaussied path leads to the beach and food and beverage pavilion overlo-

oking the lake; to the south of  the food and beverage pavilion are scattered fire pit areas, while the sunbathing and play 

areas are located further west of  the parcel and adjacent to the beach for bathers. Adjacent to the recreational areas, a cen-

tral open space provides space for more active uses, where the bathing and sports pavilion is located. North of  the beach, 

screened by the small pond, the area is dedicated to camping. 
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RENOVATION AND NEW CONSTRUCTION OF THE AUSSERSCHWYZ CANTONAL SCHOOL, 

NUOLEN, SWITZERLAND

Open, single-stage project competition, 1st prize - ongoing project

Information

Client: Kanton Schwyz

Landscape Architecture: Pilloni Landschaft und Städtebau GmbH

Architecture, lead company: Derendinger Jaillard Architekten

Contracted services: Phases SIA 31-53

Construction sum and fee LA: 3.2 M CHF without VAT, 580’000 CHF without VAT

Project duration: from 2023 to 2027

Surface area: approx. 14‘000 m2

Features: Outdoor area of  a cantonal school centre on the lakeshore

Key aspects: Village square, playground, transition between town centre and lake environment, canal opening, lake water 

biotopes

Project description

The project is based on the desire to preserve the existing site as much as possible while at the same time providing what 

has been lacking until now: a cohesive and recognisable identity for the school complex. Through the opening up of  the 

Mulenbach canal and the creation of  the plaza along the xx road, the cantonal school in Nuolen regains its identity in a 

sequence of  public spaces and buildings leading from the town centre to the lake environment, in a relationship of  conti-

nuity and permeation. 

The cantonal school becomes a campus integrated into the path network and freely accessible to the public. The former 

bathing hotel, which is once again free-standing, defines the entrance to the village square. The new building for the refec-

tory and the new gymnasium on the opposite side of  the canal delimits the village square on the west side. The compact 

four-storey building is slightly higher than the existing houses and thus emphasises the public character of  the site. With 

the new seating steps, the Mühlebach canal is no longer perceived as a separating element but as a central area of  the villa-

ge square. The paths on both sides of  the canal accentuate the connection to the lake and the lake promenade. The access 

from Bruggholzstrasse to the sports and refectory further reinforces this connecting axis.

With the view to the village square and the view to the lake, the new building acts as a hinge and a connecting element 

between nature and the village.

The design of  the new outdoor space of  the Nuolen Cantonal School takes up two central concerns:

1. the various leisure functions are to be distributed throughout the site to create a differentiated offer that can be used by 

both pupils and residents;

2. the natural elements that are present on the site today should be highlighted and made more accessible and usable.

Based on these premises, the outdoor space was elaborated as a sequence of  areas that mark the transition from urban 

space to natural space. The specific recreational and activity spaces offer a differentiated range of  services that meet the 

characteristics of  the surroundings and the needs of  the users.
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